Differentiated Instruction

Linda Vandeven
London District Catholic School Board

|.vandeven@Idcsb.on.ca

When Faith Meets Pedagogy XIV Conference
Oct. 23, 2009


mailto:l.vandeven@ldcsb.on.ca
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Definition of DI

“Effective instruction that is
responsive to the learning
preferences, interests and readiness
of the individual learner.”

“Differentiated instruction means
that students receive qualitatively
different instruction based on their
needs, not simply more or less of the
same thing. It may require teachers
to adapt all aspects of their literacy
programming, including teaching
strategies, content, resources,
assessment methods, and student
groupings.”

(Literacy for Learning Report of the
Expert Panel, 2004 p. 41)

Figure 1. Tomlinson’s Differentiation of
Instruction Model (Tomlinson, 1999b, p. 15)
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Differentiating the Content

Also known as the topic

It is the knowledge, skills and attitudes student need to
learn

Formative assessment is required so the teacher can
identify the students who do not require direct instruction

Students who demonstrate an understanding of the
concept can skip the instruction piece and proceed to apply
the concepts to the task of solving a problem (compacting
the curriculum)

Or an able student can simply be allowed to work ahead
independently on some projects, i.e. they cover the content
faster than their peers



Differentiating the Process

Also known as activities

This means varying learning activities or
strategies to provide appropriate methods for
students to explore the concepts

Students should have alternative paths to
manipulate the ideas embedded within the
concept

For example, students may use graphic
organizers, maps, diagrams or charts to display
their comprehension of concepts covered



Differentiating the Product

Means varying the complexity of the product, but still
requires students demonstrate mastery of the concepts

Designed to provide different levels of complexity,
abstractness, and open-endedness. The curricular
content and objective(s) are the same, but the process
and/or product are varied according to the student’s
level of readiness

There are many sources of alternative product ideas
available to teachers. However sometimes it is
motivating for students to be offered choice of product

Merely a different way to “show what they know”



http://adifferentplace.org/products.htm

Need more Information on D.I.7?

Go to LDCSB Intermediate Curriculum
Differentiated Instruction Page

Tiered Lesson Planning Template:

http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful stuff/
D.I/Tiering/tiered%20lesson%20blank.pdf

Completed Lesson Planning Template:
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/us
eful stuff/D.lI/Tiering/tiered%20lesson%20example.pdf

A Template for Designing a Tiered Activity:

http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful stuff/
D.I/Tiering/tieredactivity blank.pdf



http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/Differentiated Instruction.htm
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/Differentiated Instruction.htm
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful_stuff/D.I/Tiering/tiered lesson blank.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful_stuff/D.I/Tiering/tiered lesson blank.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful_stuff/D.I/Tiering/tiered lesson example.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful_stuff/D.I/Tiering/tiered lesson example.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful_stuff/D.I/Tiering/tieredactivity_blank.pdf
http://www.ldcsb.on.ca/schoolservices/programs/intcursupport/useful_stuff/D.I/Tiering/tieredactivity_blank.pdf

Language Gr. 1-8
Media Literacy Strand

e 2006 curriculum documents - Media Literacy is now a full
area of study

* Focus = to foster critical thinking as it applies to media
products and messages

* Media literacy explores the impact and influence of mass
media and popular culture by examining texts such as
films, songs, video games, action figures, advertisements,
CD covers, clothing, billboards, television shows,
magazines, newspapers, photographs, and websites



Overall Expectations
Languagel-8
The Media Literacy strand has four overall expectations

Students will:
1. demonstrate an understanding of a variety of media texts;

2. identify some media forms and explain how the conventions and techniques
associated with them are used to create meaning;

3. create a variety of media texts for different purposes and audiences, using
appropriate forms, conventions, and techniques;

4. reflect on and identify their strengths, areas for improvement, and the strategies
they found most helpful in understanding and creating media texts.

The Ontario Curriculum Grades 1-8 Language, 2006.
Ontario Ministry of Education and Training



Media Literacy - A Different Focus

Grades 1 to 3 - the curriculum document observes, most of what primary students
know about language comes from listening and speaking with others, being read
to by adults, and interacting with media texts such as advertisements, television
programs, video games, songs, photographs, and films.

Grades 4-6 - the curriculum document states that students should have access to,
“media texts such as movie trailers, graphic designs for various products,
newspaper or magazine articles, video games, comic books, flyers, posters,
websites, and e-mails provide a variety of sources to motivate and engage diverse
groups of students.”

Grades 7-8 - the curriculum has expectations that students, “critically analyse and
evaluate perspectives in texts and the influence of media on their lives; and to
write about and discuss topics of relevance that matter in their daily lives”. A list of
texts teachers should incorporate include, “media texts such as magazines, online
zines, websites, blogs, public-service announcements, comedy shows, video games,
and newspapers.”



Grades 9 - 10 Media Studies Focus

focuses on the construction of meaning through the combination of
several media “languages” — images, sounds, graphics, and words.

explores the impact and influence of mass media and popular
culture by examining texts such as films, songs, video games, action
figures, advertisements, CD covers, clothing, billboards, television
shows, magazines, newspapers, photographs, and Web sites.

should have opportunities to view, analyse, and discuss a wide
variety of media texts and relate them to their own experience.

should also have opportunities to use available technologies to
create media texts of different types (e.qg., computer graphics,

cartoons, graphic designs and layouts, radio plays, short videos,
Web pages).



Gr. 11-12 English Language Study

Focus on the construction of meaning through the combination of several media
“languages” — images, sounds, graphics, and words.

Media Studies explores the impact and influence of mass media and popular
culture by examining texts such as films, songs, video games, action figures,
advertisements, CD covers, clothing, billboards, television shows, magazines,
newspapers, photographs, and Web sites.

Students should have opportunities to view, analyse, and discuss a wide variety of
media texts and relate them to their own experience.

Should also have opportunities to use available technologies to create media texts
of different types (e.g., computer graphics, cartoons, graphic designs and layouts,
radio plays, short videos, Web pages).

This strand focuses on helping students develop the skills required to understand,
create, and critically interpret media texts.
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Supports for Lesson Preparation

Media Awareness Network:

— http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/index.cfm

Media Awareness Lesson Library:

— http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/index.cfm

In Graphic Detail, by David Booth & Kathy Gould Lundy
Using Graphic Novels in the Classroom by Jeff Smith

http://readwritethink.org - access the search feature at:
http://thinkfinity.org/PartnerSearch.aspx?orgn id=9 (type in comic) to

get the Comic Search Results

Interactive Comic Vocabulary at:
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/comic/vocabulary.html

Nelson Literacy 8 — Unit 3 — Secrets — Lesson on How to Create a
Comic



http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/index.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/teachers/index.cfm
http://scholastic.ca/education/timeline/popup-graphicdetail.html
http://scholastic.ca/education/curriculum/bone-discussion.pdf
http://readwritethink.org/
http://thinkfinity.org/PartnerSearch.aspx?orgn_id=9
http://thinkfinity.org/PartnerSearch.aspx?Search=True&orgn_id=9&subject=all&partner=all&resource_type=all&q=comic&grade=all
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/comic/vocabulary.html
http://www.nelson.com/ned/
http://www.nelson.com/nelsonliteracy8/Documents/TOCNL8b.pdf
http://www.nelson.com/nelsonliteracy8/Documents/TOCNL8b.pdf
http://www.nelson.com/nelsonliteracy8/Documents/TOCNL8b.pdf
http://www.nelson.com/nelsonliteracy8/Documents/TOCNL8b.pdf

Gr. /

* http://www.media-
awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/
media education/ontario/curriculum charts/
on ela 7 chart.cfm

e Comic Book Character Analysis lesson



http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/media_education/ontario/curriculum_charts/on_ela_7_chart.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/media_education/ontario/curriculum_charts/on_ela_7_chart.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/media_education/ontario/curriculum_charts/on_ela_7_chart.cfm
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http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/media_education/ontario/curriculum_charts/on_ela_7_chart.cfm
http://www.media-awareness.ca/english/resources/educational/lessons/elementary/gender_portrayal/comic_book_characters.cfm

Comic Life

For: Grade 1-12
Available in English & French

Subject(s): Cross Curricular; English Language Arts; French Language Arts;
Special Education; Visual Arts

Uses digital photos

Drag-and-drop images from the Photo viewer or desktop
Library of premade templates, styles and fonts

40 Fonts, 322 Templates, and 180 Styles to choose from
Webcam / DV Cam image capture

Bendable, authentic comic lettering text
http://www.osapac.org/db/view software.php?id=430

http://www.osapac.org/db/view software.php?id=430&tab=curriculumco
nnections

Uses in a Classroom



http://www.osapac.org/db/view_software.php?id=430
http://www.osapac.org/db/view_software.php?id=430&tab=curriculumconnections
http://www.osapac.org/db/view_software.php?id=430&tab=curriculumconnections
..\My Documents\Comic Life\Ideas for Using Comic Life.doc
file:\\cecfp1.adm.ldcsb.on.ca\LVandeven$\Comic Life\Ideas for Using Comic Life.doc

How simple it is...!

Select a template

Add digital images from your
computer or a connected digital
camera or camcorder. Or draw
your own (on the computer or on
paper), scan them to create a
digital format.

Select a style/filter for digital
images.

Add text containers and text

Save (frequently) and export to
your format of choice (digital or
paper), including an HTML export
that creates a flip through comic
book

R Untithed ! - Comric Lite
e R Vew Poe Pavet Znwee Mok

._'~ .zx\
N
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Differentiated Instruction

* Inthe slides following, you will see how teachers can use
Comic Life to differentiate instruction in terms of:

 The Process - the learning opportunities are needed
to help the students learn the concept/skill/strategy

and

* The Product — how students show their understanding
of the concept/skill/strategy based on their readiness,
interests, and/or learning preferences



Teacher-Created Work

WHEN You

e Visual Instructional
Plan for a 3 Part Open iy

Response Question on | “"%2"

MONKEYING

the EQAO test AROUND!
 a.k.a. an Anchor Chart

With Permission:
Amanda Parker
Holy Family School, London

PROCESS



Teacher-Created Work to Support
Differentiated Instruction

NATISNALISAL THIS EXCEs8VE LOVE OF
ONE'S CONTRY IS VERY DESTRUCTIVE

IwEaLs e

NATIONS OF SUROFE RUSHED T2
CREATE COL-ONES aRUND THRE
WORLD. THESE CLONES BECANE
AN INPCRTANT PART OF BULDING AN
SRS, AN SENSRATEL

TREEAE NS WEALTH.
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BLACK AN, LS W
THE AR M« O
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ATTENSTING T FORCE
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O SETNA

REME CRACE; THE NATIONS OF CLROFE,
ESPECIRAY ENR-MND AND GERMANY,
INCRE ASHD PRODUZTION OF WE ARONS
TEO KEEFP LP WITH THE ENEMY. THS
"COMPETIMION” INCRE ASED THE
POSSIBLITY OF A HaHLY DESTRLETNVE ALLTANCE S THE B ASQES WENTS 8% TWESN
AR NATIONS REIEED RLIES TO cOoMN TO
BACH OTHER'S ASSISTANCE (F ATTACKEL

THE CAR TMAT CaRmzo B
FRANE FERLONANG

PROCESS


..\My Documents\Comic Life\Samples\underlying and ultimatum\Page_1.bmp
..\My Documents\Comic Life\Samples\underlying and ultimatum\Page_2.bmp

Teacher-Created Work

“The students in my CHC 2D class were struggling with some
of the details regarding the start of World War |. We spent a
few minutes in the second week on a quick learning styles
quiz, which indicated that the vast majority of the students
are visual or kinesthetic learners. This, combined with their
general disinterest in reading, meant that | needed to find
creative ways to reinforce key concepts.

Having used Comic Life before, | decided it might be the best
place to start. It is incredibly easy to use, and helps users
produce interesting work in a short period of time.

| gave each of my students a copy of the document, and
asked them to read it to review what we had discussed.
Because | wanted to see if this helps them learn the concepts
independently, | asked them to read the document on their
own. | plan on coming back to the topic later this week.

Hopefully, the combination of visuals and short descriptions
will capture their interest, and help them understand the
underlying causes of the war.”

With Permission:

Jim Pedrech,Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, Strathroy

AUSTRIA-MLNSATY

Jpsersa, acces)
B oum LevANLS!
B ous Levans

SERMANY! YOU LAN
STEP YOLR ALLY,
AUSTRIAHNSARY

A FRCOM THIS MALNESS!

BUSZA, YOU Wikl
STAY OLT THIS F 7OU S
KNS WHAT (2 300U

BUT MY PLAN Wil
STLL WORK
T WorE

SCHLIETTEN

PROCESS



For Group Work

Have groups work collaboratively to summarize a
chapter using Comic Life software (instead of
chart paper and pen) — you will need to have
several computers available

Have groups work collaboratively to illustrate a
concept — role of women in World War |l

Print and share notes with the class instead of
taking notes in a group and giving an oral
summary

PROCESS



Student-Created Work
Grade 5 — Heritage Sample

* http://www.ope
ncourtresources.
com/ocr/grade5/
units/heritage/p
dfs/heritagel.jpg

With permission:
opencourtresources.com

LUIG! AVILA WAS
— WHEN HE WAS -
Ny '}\ EIGHT HE LEFT HiS
ROATIA >4 9 1,,, »
T W el PALERMO. -
e o
« .:‘. I 5 . - .~w o = >
perev u-‘:b.""""' o= _'- ' S 2 -
ol « z - — - + Guliake
v_-?_._ Plnpelt &Sy = SR :
- Cagren P ] 5 T M ~
" Ity . i ST
S-S T . ’
-&JE- — - o
TUM A ® wine
- —
’O'iTAVELED LTSI |
STEAMSHIP THEN HE LIVED
ACROSS THE IN PZZIbADELPH/A

MARRIED TO
LUCIA CATONA.

PRODUCT



http://www.opencourtresources.com/ocr/grade5/units/heritage/pdfs/heritage1.jpg
http://www.opencourtresources.com/ocr/grade5/units/heritage/pdfs/heritage1.jpg
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http://www.opencourtresources.com/ocr/grade5/units/heritage/pdfs/heritage1.jpg
http://www.opencourtresources.com/ocr/grade5/units/heritage/pdfs/heritage1.jpg

More Student Samples

Pengquins

Name: Jordan end Samantha

@ I Learned

I Want to Know

Penguins are birds Penguins live in

that don't fly. family groups.
Penguins lay eggs. They can swim
10-15 kilometers

Penguins are cufe. and hour.

The Emperor
Penguin Is the
largest.

How many Kinds of
penguins are there?

chamecleon s a

| sticky stuff on

their feet so
they con

climb They use
their toes to
catch ther
i The anole's tail can break
of f if something grabs it.
It can grow a new tail.

Do penguins live in
the USA?

Do penguins make
noise?

An anole con blend in with its esvironment. This
helps it hides from its predators ke on owl!
The skin on the ancle is scoley and it's green. It
can turn brown if it gets stressed

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.

PRODUCT



http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0

More Student Samples

Monarch CYCle by: Mrs. Steven's 2nd Grade Class

The monarch butterfly loys Menarchs begin o8 small larve
©ggs on the milkweek plant. or caterpillars for a couple of
The eggs hatch after four days. weeks. They eat milkweed
leaves

After 14 days the odult butterfiy The caterpdior forms g shiny green
emerges from the crysalis The and gold crysolis. This it called the
monarch lives from 2-6 weeks pupal stage. This lasts about 10 days.
They cannot eat. Thay drink The caterpiliar turns into a butterfly.
through the proboscis. This is called metamorphisic

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.
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More Student Samples

Charlotte's Web

Author- E B White

Bock Report by: Marts

Problem- The shesp tell
Wilbur tha! he will be
Killed and waten ot
Christmas dnner

Setting-The story takes
place on Me. Duckermon's
form. Later they all go %o
the County Fair

Characters-The chorocters
are Wilbur the pig.
Charolette the spider.
Fern an 8 year old girl
and othar farm animals

Solution-Charclette writes
SOME PIG in har spider
web Wilbur becomes
famous and goes To the
County Foir and wins ¢
prize

ww

Personal
Recommendation- This
book is owesome. T love
the charachers 1Y is a bit
sad of the end whan
Charolette dies but later
her babies hatch

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.
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http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
http://www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0

More Student Samples

Ecology Cause and Effect . s

Effect: Americans throw away
100 bdlon plastic bags every
year. Only 6% are recycled.
While the majority of the
bags fill landfills, many end up
blowing away and getting
caught in trees and other
begutiful places in nature.

Cause: People go shopping and
use non biodegradobia plastic
bags

Effect. Americans consume
over 189 billion beveroge
contginers in one year. That @
about 650 confainers per
perton per yeer. Less then L/S
of thote are recycled.

Casse: People like the
convienence of ditposable
water bottles

Effect: About 63 million
computers will be retired in a
yeor. The monitors condgin leod
and other foxic materials.
Many of the computers end
wp in landfills, bringing high
foxic levels fo our
environment.

Cause: People ke the newest
end best models of

technology

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.
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More Student Samples

BORN N ITALY N 14m

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.
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More Student Samples

How to Make a P & J Sandwich

by: Frank

N He is it's symbol
/og;l?L:_l.NoggléS\ and He: is it's
(HEUUM o | dot notation

STAY IN THE

Step 1 Firs? you get two pieces of bread | | Step 2 Then you put peanut butter on

and put them on o plate one piece of bread Use o knife without
ony sherp edges.
configuration is 12 and it's
orbital notation is twe
QITOWS ONE SPINNING UP ONe
IAS VERED N
zoomywmsavs&mm
Step 3 Next you put jelly on the other Step 4 Last put the two pieces of breod e ——— J
piece of bread. together and eat the sandwich c y [JAETING PONT- K

YUMMY! ! B ( ATOMIC RADUIS - 31 PM
IST IONZATION ENERS Y= 2372 3 KJ/
MOLE

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.
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In the beginning...

e

)
J

*

It o Billy's birthdey.
He I3 seven years
old today. He s
Qoing to hawe o
birthday party with
oAl b Friends. At
his party they are
going fo play gomes
and have pizza and
ice cream. Silly can't
wait for the party
to start,

Billy's Birthday

By Hamnah

Then...

/

It is finally time for
the birthday party
and all of Bily's
friends are coming
to his hosa. But
there 5 bad news
All the ice cream
for the porty is
ruined. It melted.
Billy is 80 sad he is
crying. All of his
friends are going to
see Bilty crying.

More Student Samples

Finally...

Billy stops crying
before s friends
see him. They all
have fun of the
party. After
everybody eats the
pizza they stert
chaering For dessert.
Just o5 Bdly is
about to shert
crying again hs dod
brings out popsicles
and pudding pops
Everybody eats
them and goes
home.

Contributions to http://comic-life.wikispaces.com are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 3.0 License.
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More Samples
Student & Teacher Newsletters

l ENTORS: SVBBLYN, JENNY, ANG SARAN

PATY FEBRUARY 2, 2008

A9

First Grade News
Mrs. Neuman's Class
Westwood Elementary School

LR STORY

RAOWS =S LAY RAL AN R/ 2508
LIFE SO FAR OR wWWATT LET M8 TELL
VX ALL ABOUT IT. SHE A8 TWiO P18,
R LIS AND GHLBERT. TMEY ARE
BRI, N8 ALBO “RS A JISTER,
KATIE. SNE THINKS KATIS IS A /BSOS
TO FLAY WNTH. HER RESFONSIBAITIES
AT HOME ARS TO FBEL THE Fisw- AT
BEROOL HER RESPONSIBLITIES ARE TO
TRY NER WARLSST.

IN HER FREE TIME SHB PLAYS WNTH
HER JSTER ANG GOBS ON THE
SOCLER AN LOES LANCE AND
CHEERLERANG - SHE AL-SO LXES TO
FLAY kTN FRIENGS. ALL THESE
ACTITIES ARE A LOT OF PN SHE SAYS.

HER FRACRITE T-V. SHOW 18 AMERICAN
TS SNE LOVES CROZOLATE CE
CREAM. PINE 1S FER FAVORITE CONER.-
THE CMZASO BEARS ARE J\IST ABOUT
HER FAVORTE SFORTS TEAM BVER-

ILENTIFY YOURSELF

LY 18 ALRMYS FOSTIVE,
CREERIUL, JOTVU, ANL CRARNG . TN/
CAN CALL NER SWEET, KNG,
IWTBLLBENT, AN OF COURSE CRAXY,
FLUS SHE (S ALWMYS BNERSETIC ANG
EATRUSRSTIC.

¥

INTERESTING INTEREST

SHOOT! SHOOT! SOAL! WE WON! W8
WONS SOCCER (8 SUCK A THRILLING
SPORT. TLVE T- T LOVE TNS
BUSITEMENT YOU SET wEN YOU HAVE
THE BALL- WHEN YU SHOOT A SO
AND MAKE IT YOU FEBL 30 G800,
SOCCER 1S MY FAVORTTS SFORT TO PLAY
AND T MAVE BEEN PLAYING IT FOR &
YEARS.

Ela st

T WL TRY TO 0 S W SCHNR..
TO KEBEP AN A OR 8 AvERASS- T w4
STUA TRY TO RAVE TIME PR
FRIENGS TOO- ONE WY I COULL 0
BETTER W SCHOE 18 TO STuny
MORE ANL RARLER- PNALLY AFTER
STLLYNG T SOULL PLAY WITH
FRIENLS. THS WY T S8T TME FOR
BOTN. THIS MAY ACTUALLY WIORX. .

FOR A LENG TERM SOAL T kT TO
SO TO A SO0O0 COLESE AN
GRALUATE WERL OF THE CLASS. IF Y
TRY TO L0 THS T WKL 28 7O
RORC ON TS REALLY MR T
WOULL HVE TO 1D WL IN SCHOX.-
BEFORE COLLESE SO T ZAN 36T
INTO A SO0 ONE- LISTENING TO ALt
ALY TEBACHERS' ALCE aWA- WELF A
LOT TEO-

\

.

Waek of May 5.8
May 51 Nt Leneh: Perza
May 71Uy boeks dee
My 80 Class May § 200
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Volunzeers Neaded

Parents: We are still
Tooking for help with
the e cream socal,
bock fair, and our
end of the year party.
Please contact me ir
you can help out.

Kara Neumas
(562) 724-3475
G T 6y

@ Writing

We kre contineing our work in
writing personal narratives.
Studants are writing about 3
memorable famify event. Some
students are writing about
birthdays. holidays. vacations
and the birth of & sibling. No
matter what the topic, students
aré writing from tha heart 10
tell their story. Look for a book
of these stories to coma home
s00n

e

Math Moments

Comminting addition and
subtraction facts to memory for
fapid recall i3 not ondy a first
math goal. ¢ iz a skill for
Uture math sucoess, We have
been practiong answenng 20
addrion/subtraction probilems in
one minute. This 15 st 2 bit
challenging for soms of the
students. it would be heipfil to
review the facts 1o 10 with your
chiid. Flashcards, computer
Qames, and raviswing the facts
dunng car tnps are al ways to
practice, Thamks for your help!

Star Student

This week our star student
was Mackenzie. She loves
10 raad and play the
soccer. Mackenzie enjoys
baeing an older sister to her
twin brothers. Thansks for
sharing your collection of
Webkinz with the class!

The Butterflies are Here!

Your first grader may have
10/¢ you about the mew
arrivals in our dassroom. our
monarch caterpdiars. We
have watched them spin ther
COCOONS And EMICGS are
butterfbes. It has been VERY
weciing. The chlidran nave
learned a lot about insects
and the life cyche of the
butterfly. When the weather
COCPATAAS we Wil releass
our butterflies to emyoy the
outdoors
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Student-Created Sample

EMS 30 - Open Level Media Studies
Explain a Movie Genre — Thriller

With Permission: Jim Pedrech, Holy Cross Catholic
Secondary School, Strathroy



More Student
Samples -
Graphic Novel

With Permission:

Jim Pedrech,

Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School,
Strathroy




Movie Version

With Permission:
Jim Pedrech,
Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School,
Strathroy



..\My Documents\Comic Life\Samples\graphic novels\COMIC LIFE finished copy\graphic novel completed\graphic_novel_1.AVI

More Resources Available at:

e http://comic-life.wikispaces.com/Schools
— Samples available
— Resources for learning the program
— Additional templates
— Publishing suggestions
e http://comiclife.com/

e Comic Life in Education

— Includes examples of:
Teacher use of Comic Life
Language

History

Mathematics

Science

Other Uses
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The “Critical Thinking” Piece

'JANUARY 21, 2009'

BY LVAN

YOUR SPEECH WAS A
LITTLE SHORT ON
SUBSTANCE

'JANUARY 21, 2009'

IN COMPARISON
WH

HEY, YOU
MISUNDERESTIMATE ME...

Created at www.bitstrips.com

BY LVAN

YOUR SPEECH WAS A
LITTLE SHORT IN THE
RHETORIC DEPARTMENT

LET'S KEEP THINGS
IN PERSPECTIVE.
AS COMPARED
TO WHOM?

HEY, YOU
MISUNDER-
E5T|MATE ME...

Created at www.bitstrips.com

VERSION 1

CONTENT:

Since many of the late night comedians and even the
news media were commenting on Obama's inauguration
address, | thought | would do something about this topic
as it was timely and interesting. | wanted to incorporate
the criticism of Obama's speech and a specific reference
to George Bush's use of malapropisms. My, how that
man can butcher the English language!

VISUALS:

Since Obama is often grinning, | made him smile in all of
the frames. | thought an office setting would be an appro-
priate environment for me to be in. I'm not so sure about
the politicos, however. Should | change this or will it
make sense to the viewer?

VERSION 2

CONTENT:

| realized that | used the word "substance”, when | really
meant "rhetoric”. Normally his speeches are fairly rhetori-
cally pleasing and a bit short on substance. This time,
however, the opposite was the case. It was fairly sub-
stantive, but "flat" rhetorically. | added the comment by
Obama to indicate the general disdain the American pub-
lic feels toward Bush.

VISUALS:

After looking over the strip, | changed the mouths on the
characters. They are only open when the character is
speaking which makes more sense. Oops, Barack's
mouth isn't open at the end.. Maybe | should change this.
| also moved Obama away from Bush as | thought the
slap on the back in the first version wasn't appropriate.

The Ministry licensed version of this is at www.bitstripsforschools.com



The “Critical Thinking” Piece

'JANUARY 21, 2009'

BY LVAN

YOUR SPEECH WAS A
LITTLE SHORT IN THE
RHETORIC DEPARTMENT

'JANUARY 21, 2009'

LET'S KEEP THINGS
IN PERSPECTIVE.
AS COMPARED

| ol 1 DON'T
HEY, YOU THINK SO,
MISUNDER- GEORGE
ESTIMATE ME...

Created at www.bitstrips.com

BY LVAN

YOUR SPEECH WAS A
LITTLE SHORT IN THE
RHETORIC DEPARTMENT

LET'S KEEP THINGS
IN PERSPECTIVE.
AS COMPARED

I DON'T

HEY, YOU THINK SO,

MISUNDER- GEORGE
ESTIMATE ME... s,

Created at www.bitstrips.com

VERSION 3

CONTENT:

| kept the same wording as the last version, but | made
Barack's "comment” a thought bubble instead. He seems
to be afairly gracious individual and it didn't seem right to
have him comment directly to G W.

VISUALS:

| moved Obama a bit closer to Bush in this view. | think
this shows that, despite their ideological and personal dif-
ferences, the men can still be civil to one another. | think
Obama should be looking at Bush, though. Itwould seem
more natural and more respectful which would strengthen
the "getting along” part.

VERSION 4

CONTENT:

| am finally satisfied with the content. It pokes some mild
fun at George Bush's lack of mastery of the English lan-
guage, while at the same time pointing out that although
some people have virtually "canonized" Obama, he isn't
perfect either. The contrast between the outgoing admini-
stration and the incoming administration is highlighted as
well.

VISUALS:

The poses of all the individuals seem the most natural
here. | am satisfied with the way Obama is smiling indul-
gently at Bush with his head tilted. This indicates a listen-
ing and respectful attitude. His thoughts contrast nicely to
the visuals.

The Ministry licensed version of this is at www.bitstripsforschools.com



